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Shays No. 2 and No. 11 Doublehead at CASS 
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CALS WEEKEND AT CASS 

by Mike Schroeder 

 

This year Poul Pedersen put together another great trip for the CALS at CASS.  Poul had help 

from the following CALS members:  Jim Carpenter, Mike Schroeder, and Rick and Ryan Nace.  

On April 30, we started our day with a 20 mile ride on a rail bus called The Salamander from 

Cheat Bridge, just outside of Durbin WV, along the Cheat River to Twin Falls.  This is a beautiful 
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remote area along the Cheat River, which claims to be the fourth best trout fishing stream in the U.S.  

After several fantastic inspiring run-bys and four miles from our destination of twin falls, the rail bus 

broke down.  We later found out that a 1 ½” shaft sheared off in the first stage of the transmission.  

With the use of a satellite phone, the engineer was able to call for help.  We decided to have lunch and 

in an hour and a half, a DB2 Western Maryland Diesel from Elkton, WV came to our rescue to push us 

back to Cheat Bridge. 

    
   The Salamander       Baldwin BL-2 

 

For the afternoon activities, we rode a train pulled by a 40 ton Climax from Durbin, WV, heading 

for CASS paralleling the beautiful Greenbrier River to a washout five miles down the tracks.  We 

stopped several times along the way for run-bys.  A great time was had by all.  To end the first day, we 

returned to Cass Community Center for a BBQ dinner. 

On the first of May, we started out at 8:00 a.m. from Cass Station with two trains.  The log train 

consisted of the #6 Heisler, pulling two log cars and a caboose.  The second train, the passenger train, 

consisted of Big Western Maryland #6 Shay and 3 cars plus a caboose.  Our destination was Spruce.  

We had several great run-bys at the water tower and then headed for Back Mountain Road.  Being 

gung-ho, instead of taking pictures at the road crossing, I headed back into the forest with several other 

hearty souls and took pictures of the train going by Leather Bark Creek.  Then we were off to Whittaker 
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for an Oil Stop and Oaks Cheek for water.  We then backed down the hill to Old Spruce to take the spur 

to Spruce.  Heisler #6 and consist headed up the hill to the wye to turn the train around and follow us to 

Spruce.  By the time the Heisler #6 arrived at Spruce, we were high on the 50-foot bank over looking 

the Horse Shoe curve for some great photo shoots.  We saw the Heisler #6 go through its paces as it 

added a log loader to the consist.  We had several chances to see the Heisler #6 and the Big 6 head-to-

head passing each other on the horseshoe.  After the great action, we had a late picnic lunch.  Due to a 

lack of time, we headed back down the hill.  On the way back we stopped at the S-curve for more run-

bys.  We were able to see Big 6 take the “S” but Heisler #6 was having problems, one of the log cars 

had a hot box (bearing).  Babbitt was running like water from the journal, Heisler #6 was taking its time 

getting off the mountain. 

     
    Heisler No. 6                      Climax 

 

  We got back a little late, but still had time to watch the Cass Show Case, a new revamped HO 

layout of Cass and a 20-minute video of the History of Cass.  We also had time to visit the Mountain 

State Maintenance Shop and check the progress on the rebuild of a Climax locomotive Cass has had 

rusting away for years until Mountain State came to the rescue.  Hopefully, in 6 years we will be able to 

see all 3 types of geared locomotives side-by-side polish the Cass/Western Maryland tracks.  At 6 p. m., 
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we headed for the Cass Community Center for a roast beef dinner and a great Danish pastry provided by 

Poul. 

On Sunday, we had an extra hour to sleep in so the CALS crew got up at 6:00 a.m. to prepare 

the 4 gallons of coffee and 4 gallons of hot water for the  days train trip, that left at 9:00.  The agenda 

for the day was a double header, to the top of Bald Knob. The consist for the day was a double header 

of # 11 Shay with # 2 Shay in the lead pushing a log car, flat car, cinder car, and 3 passenger cars with a 

caboose at the head.  In the heyday of logging, pushing the consist up and down the hill was the norm.  

We stopped at S-Curve for several photo run-bys and then a stop at Whittaker to oil the locomotives 

and check out the logging camp and Lindbergh high line. After the pit stop we headed for Oats Creek 

for water and several more run-bys. We then proceeded to just below Bald Knob for a final run-by 

before lunch. We walked the 100 yards to Bald Knob, the second highest mountain in West Virginia, 

for lunch and a great 50-mile view of the countryside.   The clouds where moving in so we headed 

down hill as the rain begin to fall.  By the time we got off the hill, the rain was pouring. We had 3 great 

days at CASS and I would like to thank Poul Pederson and Jim Carpenter for the well-planned trip and 

fun time. 
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Bill Bell 

photo by Sparky Hamilton 

 

Bill Bell died on July 1
st
, at the age of 91. Bill had been in failing health recently, but for many 

years he was very active in all the CALS activities. He was a Charter Member of the club, and was 

made an Honorary Member in 1992. He was a member of the CALS Board of Directors from the club’s 

founding in 1972 until the mid-90’s, when a stroke slowed him down. To give you some idea of how 

much work he did for the club, for almost twenty years he simultaneously held the duties of Secretary, 

Treasurer, and Editor of the Whistle (duties that, as you can see from the masthead, are now split 

among three people).  

Before he established the Whistle as the club newsletter, he also made frequent contributions to 

Live Steam Magazine, reporting on CALS activities. It is fair to say Bill was at the center of CALS 

activities for many years, and was primarily responsible for many administrative duties. He was 

involved in the search for a location for the CALS tracksite (resulting in our present location in Leakin 

Park), designed the original triangular club logo with a whistle in its center (still used today), had a 

major role in designing the tri-fold CALS brochure (still handed out to the public by the hundreds), and 
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was an active participant in all our public events, including such things as Gaithersburg Old-Town days 

and the Herb Festival. As secretary, he corresponded with other live steam clubs around the country, an 

was usually found under the tent at the station on run days, greeting the public. Last but certainly not 

least, another of Bill’s significant achievements was to originate the annual CALS Weekend in the 

Alleghenies at CASS. This annual trip continues today under the direction of Poul Pedersen. This 

activity has proved to be a tremendous fund-raising benefit to the club. The club extends our 

condolences to Bill’s wife Vicki. 

 

JULY CLUB ACTIVITIES 

It seems it’s always been a tradition that we get a thunderstorm to end the day of our annual 

picnic. This year was a little different: rather than a short-lived thunderstorm, we had what I would 

describe as more of a deluge. It came in two stages: first a shower that came just as the meeting and 

BOD election got underway. This one eventually cleared up, but in mid afternoon it started pouring 

again, and it seemed like it was never going to let up. Those of us who were hard-core train runners (I 

would count Bob Schwoerer, Keats Pullen, Glenn Sharpe and myself among that group) got soaked to 

the skin before all our equipment was loaded up. Anyway, before the weather put a “damper” on things, 

we had about 40-50 members, family and guests enjoying the picnic. The result of the election: the new 

board consists of Jim Carpenter, Craig Close, Bill Kinzer, Lou Koehler, Larry Law, Mike Schroeder 

and Steve Zuiderveen. All incumbent officer positions (President, Vice President, Secretary and 

Treasurer) are unchanged. Craig Close will replace me on the BOD and take over editorship of the 

Whistle starting next month. 

Since July 4
th

 was actually the first Sunday of July, our public run followed just a week later on 

the usual 2
nd

 Sunday. The weather actually wasn’t bad, with overcast skies keeping the temperatures 
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down.  However, there was a threat of rain all day and this apparently kept the passenger line relatively 

short. We had Leo Chism’s Pacific and your editor’s Mogul in steam, plus Bob Schwoerer’s and Tom 

O’Prays’s diesels, and the club electric was also operating. One  unexpected visitor was Alan Maples. 

Alan is a long-time CALS member, but he currently is living in Alabama, so we don’t get to see him 

very often. CALS old-timers may recall the trip to the Strasburg RR that he organized for the club, with 

a private tour of the shop facilities. 

 

 

 

NEW MEMBER 

Please welcome our newest member: 

 FORREST, MARI    AFFILIATE  

 407 WAVELAND RD   TIM 

 CATONSVILLE MD 21228   (H)410-747-0732 

       (W)410-997-7722 

 

 

 

IRON FEVER EXPO 

The 2
nd

 annual Iron Fever Expo (the summer version of Cabin fever Expo) is coming up on 

Saturday & Sunday, August 14
th

 & 15
th

. This is held at the York County Fairgrounds in York PA, a 

reasonable drive from the Baltimore area. While last year’s Iron Fever Expo was not as busy as the 

winter Cabin Fever show, it’s still well worth a look. Anyone interested in getting into a carpool to 

drive to this show might want to come to the August CALS BOD meeting and find out who is planning 

to go. 
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STEAMING OFF INTO THE SUNSET…. 

 
Steam Launch Mary Louise 

 

After twelve years on the Board of Directors and editing the Whistle, I have decided it’s time to 

turn over these duties. This month will be my last as the editor of the Whistle, and Craig Close will be 

taking over. I’m sure that Craig will be glad to have member contributions, as I have, in the form of 

photos of club activities and relevant articles about live steam and the large-scale rail model hobby. 

Please give Craig your support.  
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  2004 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

DATE TIME EVENT PLACE 

JUNE 

 Wed 9 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting HQ 

 Sun 13 11:00-3:30 Public Run Day Tracksite 

 Sat 19 8:00-4:00 Work Day Tracksite 

 Sun 27 11:00-3:30 Member Run Day Tracksite 

 

JULY 

 Sun 4 12:00 NOON Annual Meeting & Picnic Hamiltons’ 

 Wed 7 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting HQ 

 Sun 11 11:00-3:30 Public Run Day Tracksite 

 Sat 17 8:00-4:00 Work Day Tracksite 

 Sun 25 11:00-3:30 Member Run Day Tracksite 

 

AUGUST 

 Wed 4 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting HQ 

 Sun 8 11:00-3:30 Public Run Day Tracksite 

 Sat 14 8:00-4:00 Work Day Tracksite 

 Sun 22 11:00-3:30 Member Run Day Tracksite 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 Wed 8 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting HQ 

 Sun 12 11:00-3:30 Public Run Day Tracksite 

 Sat 18 8:00-4:00 Work Day Tracksite 

 Sat 18 6:00 PM Night Run Tracksite 

 Sun 26 11:00-3:30 Member Run Day Tracksite 

 

WORK RECORD 

DATE  WORKERS WORK ACCOMPLISHED 

 

6/12/04 Close, Frederick, Kinzer, Koehler, Law, Lever,  Install fence, cut grass & hedges 

 Schwoerer, Treat 

 

6/16 Kinzer, Law, Rick & Ryan Nace ¾” track work, brakes 

 

6/19 Close, Law, Rollins Cut grass, mount tractor bucket, check 

  out signal, phone, intercom 

 

6/23 Law, H. Schroeder, M. Schroeder Installed 9 fence posts 

 

6/26 Close, Rick & Ryan Nace ¾” track work 

 

6/30 Carpenter, Chism, Diehl, Kinzer, Law, H. Schroeder, Spray weeds, work on fence 

 M. Schroeder 

 

7/7 Law Clean grill, cut grass 

 

29000 

7/14/04 JFO 

 


