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VOLUME 35, NUMBER 12 DECEMBER 2009 
Deadline for submittals to The Steam Whistle is the last Sunday of the month. 

 

NOVEMBER PUBLIC DAY  

YUCK! Our fair readers should know that their editor is normally of a miserable and negative attitude. Thus 

it pains him severely to have to make these disgusting reports of the weather on Run days - YET Again! “Thank 

goodness for the raw miserableness of opening day in April,” says he. 

Again there was poor weather as Run Day approached. And again Run Day blossomed as a beauty with a 

73o high. It has become difficult to quantify the length of the customer line. Was this the longest line yet? Or 

was it the largest crowd? However that calculation may be made, the customers stayed all day. No more of the 

disappearing act at 1:30, as like last month, they stayed to the end. Again we were running a double loop 

operating mode, but November 2009 saw our first bi-directional run in virtually four years – November 2005 

was our previous run with both tracks in full use. The outside track was not complete and trains had to crossover 

for the final run into the station. Jim Grieshaber functioned as flagman to ensure the day’s train order of 

“northbound inferior” was followed and there were no operational problems. Glenn Sharpe was engineering 

Mike Taber’s Reading diesels with the coaches as the station supplies were delivered well before opening time. 

Tim Allen was his conductor. Running with the Reading pair on the inside track was Herb Schroeder and Mike 

Schroeder with Herb’s steam mogul. On the outside, nearly-full loop, Norm Warfield was operating his electric 

Consolidation with Robert Slenbaker conducting. Bill Kinzer and Bob Schwoerer shared engineering duty on 

Larry Kirchner’s Western Maryland diesel as Chessie had stripped her starting gear at the start of the day. Ned 

Treat and Jim Carpenter conducted. The Readings continued to the very end of the year.  
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HUNTING RIDGE DONATION  

While CALS was working our Run Day, the Hunting Ridge Community Association was holding its annual 

gathering in the lower reaches of the Park at the pavilion. Hunting Ridge is located below Franklintown Road, 

south of Leakin Park. Those folks supplied a number of our youthful riders during the day. As part of their meet 

they sold crafts and baked goods to obtain money for their association. For an unknown reason, they decided to 

split the proceeds with some organization associated with Leakin Park. At the monthly meeting of the Friends of 

Gwynns Falls and Leakin Parks, a representative announced that WE were the chosen group. A couple of 

cameras bit the dust taking pictures of the check being presented to Craig Close who acts as the CALS liaison to 

the Friends. There are several other groups who work for the good of Leakin Park, including the Friends. It is 

almost embarrassing that CALS was announced at the Friends meeting, but we surely appreciate the notice. 
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IN MEMORIAM  

Karen Nace, wife of Rick and mother of Ryan 

On Wednesday, November 11, 2009, KAREN L. (nee Armetta), of Mount Airy, loving wife of Richard L. 

Nace for 34 years; devoted mother of Ryan J. and Laura M. Nace, after a multi-year struggle with ovarian 

cancer. Donations may be made to the Mission Committee, Taylorsville United Methodist Church, 4356 Ridge 

Road, Mount Airy, MD  21771. 

Karen was afforded the honor of a full obituary article by Fred Rasmussen in The Baltimore Sun. The 

column may be seen using the internet link below: 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/carroll/bal-md.ob.ca.nace16nov16,0,1689226.story 

At her funeral several eulogists, including the minister, mentioned lovingly of the consequences of being in 

the presence of the combination of Karen and whipped cream (which happens to be ‘smearable’). It is certain 

that those of us who did not know her have missed an interesting and appealing slice of life. Those who did 

know her should count that as a blessing. 

Our condolences and best wishes for the future go out to Rick, Ryan, and the rest of the family. 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  



 
The Steam Whistle  December 2009 

 
 

3 

RECENT PHOTOS 

    
                   Bi-Directional-Golly Finally                                         Making It to the Switch in 1” 

Photos provided by Glenn McComas and CALS 
 

    
  Thanks to Bob Schwoerer’s Brother for the Truck               Loading the First Hundred Sticks into HS 

 

    
        Here’s the Rental Truck for Four Bundles                    This Load Went into Two Containers 
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          City Truck Drove over 1½” Wye Track                      Then Over the Littler One – “W” O ”W”! 

 

    
           Durn Vandals Tried To Pull Up Track                         Pulled and Tossed These – The Bums 

Photos above provided by CALS 
 

    
           Lou Krapp Keeps the Rails Clamped                            He Has Built a Few More Sections 

Photos provided by Himself 
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ELECTRONIC RECEIPT OF THE WHISTLE  

If you are interested in receiving your copy of The Steam Whistle electronically rather than by postal 
delivery, e-mail your name and e-mail address to the Editor at the address in the masthead. Your e-mail address 
will be published in the Directory unless you specify otherwise. The Board encourages you to sign up for e-mail 
delivery. The e-version not only will have full color photos but also will save copying and postage expense. 

DIRECTORY  

The 2009-10 edition of the member directory is being produced for delivery to you in January. 

MODIFIED DUTY LIST  

The list of Run Day Duties has been modified for the 2010 season and is posted on the bulletin board. 
PLEASE take a look at it when you help with setting up and/or closing up on Public Run Days. 

CALS HISTORY  

NO RESPONSES so far regarding the picture published last month of an ancient meeting of CALS. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Greenberg Shows at Timonium on December 5 – 6 in the Cow Palace from 10 to 4 both days. 

A coalition of model railroaders have set up an annual tour and website of open houses of model railroads 
throughout Maryland, Delaware, N.J., and southeast Penna. See their internet site at the following address: 
http://www.gardenrropenhouse.com/modelindex.html. Note that some of the dates have already passed. 

And 

���������	
�� �CABIN FEVER EXPO 2010 
Model Engineering Show & Auction 

 
SHOW: January 16th & 17th, 2010  
�	��
�	��������	���������������  
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CONSIGNMENT AUCTION:  
Friday January 15th  
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The Admission Price for the Show and/or Auction is $10.00 for All 3 Days 

 
DISPLAYS OF ALL TYPES OF MODEL ENGINEERING:  

Trains      Live Steam Trains     Gas & Steam Engin es    Cars  
Hot Air Engines     Airplanes     Boats (Can Be Run  In Indoor Pond)  

Over 100 Vendor Spaces  
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ACTIVITY NOTES  

There was measured progress this month. Several sessions were again devoted to preparation of ties, rails, 
and screws. Track building was performed when there were necessary materials available and the weather 
cooperated. The very last of our original supply of plastic tie stock has been converted into individual ties and 
most of them have been made into track. There is plenty of raw, unprepared rail to complete all track 
construction throughout the mainline loops and the yard. There was, however, a lack of enough plastic tie stock 
to get the outside track to the station. This situation was not any surprise; we just had not done anything about 
resupply of our stock. Last month’s Whistle had a notice that the plastic supplier was going out of business. That 
notice stopped our procrastination in its tracks. We needed about 150 sticks, but the brown color was no longer 
available. We had our choice of two colors and a really good deal if we took all the final stock of the color of 
our choice. We agreed to 572 sticks in gray. That’s battleship gray, which we will call ‘concrete’. A very long 
day ensued for the guys who traveled to pick up the stock and then helped unload it into Hamilton Station and 
two containers. We now have a LOT of plastic stock, but it cost about the same as only the 150 sticks we 
originally desired. We also received two more truck loads of stone for ballast. It goes quite quickly when we are 
able to lay 12 sections of track during a day. 

The weather became iffy for laying track as November progressed. More rain following the rather wet 
preceding month and the work on making ties have precluded much track installation for most of November. 
However, track is in the ground beyond the crossover on the east side and the connector has been replaced, too. 
A few more sections will get to the last curve, a few more in the curve, and then the station will be in sight.  

We reported some vandalism last month and a couple months ago there was damage caused by a City truck. 
This month we report more damage perpetrated by the City. This time it was DPW using a Bobcat to level the 
leaf dump west of Hamilton Station. The driver found his vehicle somewhat stuck in the muck and extricated the 
wee beast by blasting onto our property below Hamilton Station. He drove across the two HS leads and then 
across the mains. We continue to operate with the depressions on the leads, but Mike Schroeder had to repair a 
mainline rail with the help of Tim Allen. The access from the dump has been closed off with a wood bollard. 

Tony Kopecni has connected the elevated track to the loop, and Lou Krapp is building 1” track at his home. 

WORK RECORD 
 DATE  WORKERS WORK ACCOMPLISHED  

10/28 R Schwoerer, Derr, Close Mail Whistle; Prep rail; Build track 
10/31 B&B Schwoerer, Kinzer, Close, J&J Engers, Koehler Lay track (12) 
11/04 B&B Schwoerer, Kopecni, Close, Carpenter, Koehler, Receive stone; Lay track; Repair  
 Krapp, M Schroeder, Allen, H Schroeder track; Install bollard; Move plastic  
  stock; Work 1” 
11/07 Kopecni, Close, Kinzer, M Schroeder, Law, Frederick, Trip for tie stock; Unload tie stock  
 Grieshaber, Zuiderveen, R Schwoerer, Taber, Sharpe,   
 Warfield, Slenbaker 
11/11 R Schwoerer, Close, Kinzer, Slenbaker, Derr, H Schroeder, Cut/Mill/Drill ties; Prep rail; Build  
 Carpenter, Koehler, Kopecni, M Schroeder, Allen track; Work 1” 
11/14 Close, Kinzer, Kopecni, Law Prep rail; Build track; Work 1” 
11/18 R Schwoerer, Kopecni, Close, Booher, Kinzer, Koehler, Prep rail; Build track; Lay track (6); 
 Carpenter, M Schroeder, Allen Work 1” 
11/21 B&B Schwoerer, Close, Warfield, Slenbaker, Kopecni Build base for crossing gate;  
  Install inserts at crossing; Work 1” 
11/25 Close, B&B Schwoerer, Carpenter, Kinzer Prep rail; Build track; Paint new  
  racks; Maint ‘Sparky’ 
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2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 DATE TIME EVENT PLACE  

SEPTEMBER 

Wed 9 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting Hamilton Sta 
Sun 13 11:00 – 3:30 Public Run Track site 
Sat 26 12:00 Noon Picnic & Night Run Hamilton Sta 
Sun 27 11:00 – 3:30 Member Run Track site 

OCTOBER 

Wed 7 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting Hamilton Sta 
Sun 11 11:00 – 3:30 Public Run Track site 
Sun 25 11:00 – 3:30 Member Run Track site 

NOVEMBER  

Wed 4 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting Hamilton Sta 
Sun 8 11:00 – 3:30 Public Run Track site 

DECEMBER 

Sat-Sun 05-06 10:00 – 4:00 Greenberg Train Show Timonium 
Wed 9 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting Hamilton Sta 
 

2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

JANUARY  

Wed 6 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting Hamilton Sta 

FEBRUARY 

Wed 10 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting Hamilton Sta 

MARCH  

Wed 10 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting Hamilton Sta 
Sun 14 11:00 Mandatory Annual Safety Meeting Hamilton Sta 
Sun 21 11:00 – 3:30 Member Run Track site 

APRIL  

Wed 7 7:30 PM BOD & Member Meeting Hamilton Sta 
Sun 11 11:00 – 3:30 Opening Public Run Track site 
Sun 25 11:00 – 3:30 Member Run Track site 
 

TRACK WORK SESSIONS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR  
Wed 9:00 AM Cut grass; Build track; Maintenance Track site 
Sat 9:00 AM  Lay track Outside loop 
 

55400 
12/01/09 CEC 
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CHESAPEAKE & ALLEGHENY 
STEAM PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

c/o CRAIG CLOSE 
15 BENWAY CT 

BALTIMORE, MD  21228 
 
 
 
 

FIRST CLASS 
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